[On the stigma of schizophrenia].
The paper provides a literature overview about the phenomena of stigma closely linked to mental illness as well as schizophrenia in particular. Describes the common roots and evolution of current professional scientific concept of "mental illness" and its impact on non-professional, everyday conceptualization as well as its linkage to possible stigmatization. Introduces research concepts of stigma and connected phenomena (perceived stigma, public stigma, self-stigma, prejudice, discrimination), clarifying their nature of relation and explanatory models. Describes the content of schizophrenia stigma and its harmful effects based on research, drawing attention to the need of starting comprehensive national research and to the importance of minimizing stigmatization.